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Who We Are
The Clean Water Education Partnership (CWEP) is a cooperative effort between
local governments, state agencies, and nonprofit organizations to protect water
quality in the Tar-Pamlico, Neuse, and Cape Fear River Basins. CWEP aims to

What will
the
participants
be
learning?

protect North Carolina’s waterways from stormwater pollution through public
education and outreach. As of 2019, there are 37 government partners in CWEP.
What Do We Do?
The Clean Water Education Partnership has several programs that include
hands-on, interactive and educational activities that encourage environmental
awareness around stormwater runoff. All services and programs provided by
CWEP demonstrate the appropriate measures one can take to alleviate negative
impacts as a result of polluted runoff. Some of the topics covered include the
water cycle, bio-indicators, stormwater flow, pipe flow, animals, watersheds,

Focused Education Topics

buffers, flooding and more!
Hands on Approach
CWEP has stormwater education specialists who are available to present handson, stimulating, stormwater lessons using various models and hands on
activities to groups of all ages. Often, participants go home with something they
made as a reminder to think about their impacts on our waterways.
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What We Can Do For You-Direct Education
-Provide useful information & resources to communities and interested

What will
the
participants
be learning?

groups
-Facilitate or lead lessons for elementary, middle, high school science,
and environmental classes
-Attend fairs, parades, festivals, farmers' markets, dog pledge events, and
more!
-Coordinate, plan, and lead environmental camps, library programs, scout
programs, Parks & Rec programs, workshops, and more!
-Coordinate indoor and outdoor programs alike
-Partner with schools and clubs on environmental projects that have a
stormwater component
-Partner with community members for trash clean ups, rain garden
education, stormdrain markings, and more!
-Create graphics for Press Release and Social Media
Who do We Serve?
CWEP currently serves 31 municipalities and 6 counties in North Carolina
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Tabling Services
CWEP will facilitate or register for tabling events such as parades, fairs,
festivals, and other annual city events. In addition, all material such as
table swag, giveaways, and tabletop demonstrations are provided at no
cost.

Materials Provided by CWEP:

Tabling
Materials
Offered

1. 1 Table, 2 Chairs, and 1 Tent
2. CWEP Table Runner and Table Cloth
3. Dragonfly Pop Up Display Banner with face cutout
4. All Handouts and Literature including brochures, posters, postcards, trifolds, postcards, and organizational information.
5. All giveaway material including stickers, tattoos, magnets,
biodegradable dog waste bags, candy and buffer bookmarks.
6. Enviroscape 3D watershed
7. Stream Tub Model
8. Catch Basin Model Demonstration
9. Macroinvertebrate themed Spin The Wheel Game
10. Macroinvertebrate themed Plinko Board Game
11. Aquifer/Rain Garden in a Bottle Demonstration
12. Bug Aquarium
13. Dog Pledge Material
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Tabling
Materials
Offered

Dog Pledge Events

Stream Tub Model

Catch Basin Model

Enviroscape

Pop Up Display Banner
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Tabling
Materials
Offered

Rain Garden vs.
Impervious Surface
Demonstration

Table, Tent, Chairs, Table
Runner & Cloth

Bug Aquarium

Buffer Bookmarks

Plinko Board &
Spin the Wheel
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Tabling
Materials
Offered

"Plant Pride Not Litter"
Tattoos

Stickers

Biodegradable
Dog Waste Bags
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Ages Pre K-2nd

Activities for
Schools,
Libraries, and
other groups!

Create Your Own Rain Maker
Students create their own rain
makers/rain sticks to be more
connected with rain and water.
This arts and crafts activity is
paired nicely with a read along
or the Thunderstorm Activity.

Pre K-2nd Programs
-Create Your Own Rain Maker
-Earth Ball Game
-A-Maze-Ing Water
-Thunderstorm Activity
-Fashion A Fish
-"All the Way to the Ocean" or "Water is
Water" Read Aloud
-Create your own Caddisfly craft
-Catch Basin Demonstration

Earth Ball Name Game
Students play a game of
catch with an Earth Ball and
understand by the end that
there is more Water than
Land on Earth, but only a tiny
percentage of that is
drinkable!
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Activities for
Schools,
Libraries,
and other
groups!
Pre K-2nd Programs
-Create Your Own Rain Maker
-Earth Ball Game
-A-Maze-Ing Water
-Thunderstorm Activity
-Fashion A Fish
-"All the Way to the Ocean" or "Water is
Water" Read Aloud
-Create your own Caddisfly craft
-Catch Basin Demonstration

Ages Pre K-2nd
A-Maze-ing Water
Students guide a drop of
water through a maze of
“drainage pipes” to learn
how activities in their
homes and yards affect
water quality!

Thunderstorm Activity
This is a great group activity that
has students form a circle and
simulate the sounds of a
thunderstorm through physical
activity. This activity helps young
students be unafraid of thunder
while also working together to
mimic the sounds of a
thunderstorm.
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Ages Pre K-2nd
Fashion A Fish
Students will classify fish
according to body shape and
coloration. Students get to
design their own fish
adapted to various aquatic
habitats and cards they are
dealt.

Pre K-2nd Programs
-Create Your Own Rain Maker
-Earth Ball Game
-A-Maze-Ing Water
-Thunderstorm Activity
-Fashion A Fish
-"All the Way to the Ocean" or "Water is
Water" Read Aloud
-Create your own Caddisfly craft
-Catch Basin Demonstration

Book Read Alouds
Students get to read about the
Water cycle and how stormwater
moves through our communties
in these engaging and lyrical
books.
-Water is Water by Miranda Paul
-All the Way to the Ocean by Joel
Harper
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Ages Pre K-2nd

Pre K-2nd Programs
-Create Your Own Rain Maker
-Earth Ball Game
-A-Maze-Ing Water

Create your own Caddisfly!
This activity combines art and science to explore the life of one
of our local stream insects – the caddisfly. In this activity,
students learn about our local caddisflies and about the
houses they make. The Create a Caddisfly program is a great
STEM or STEAM night activity and fulfills requirements for the
Bug Badge (Girl Scouts) or the Insect Study (Boy Scouts).

-Thunderstorm Activity
-Fashion A Fish
-"All the Way to the Ocean" or "Water is
Water" Read Aloud
-Create your own Caddisfly craft
-Catch Basin Demonstration

Catch Basin
Demonstration
Students will see where
stormwater leads when it
rains in this stimulating
and hands on model.
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3rd-Middle Programs
-Rain Garden in a Bottle
-Incredible Journey
-Enviroscape
-Catch the Critter
-Water Pipe Activity
-Macroinvertebrate Mayhem
-Catch Basin Demonstration

Ages 3rd-Middle School
Rain Garden in a Bottle Craft
In Rain Garden in a Bottle, students
build their very own rain garden using
native plants to see how they survive in
their environments. Simultaneously,
they learn about environmental design
techniques and how they relate to
stormwater runoff. Students will look
at different soil types and their ability
to hold water.
Incredible Journey
With a roll of a cube, students
simulate the movement of water
within the water cycle by traveling
from station to station- collecting
beads and making a bracelet as they
go. By the end of this program,
students will be able to describe the
movement of water within the water
cycle as well as identify the states of
water as it moves.
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Ages 3rd-Middle School
Enviroscape
Students act as pollutants or
rain on the this 3D model of a
watershed using common
community practices in order
to understand point-source
and non-point source
pollution.

3rd-Middle Programs
-Rain Garden in a Bottle
-Incredible Journey
-Enviroscape
-Catch the Critter
-Water Pipe Activity
-Macroinvertebrate Mayhem
-Catch Basin Demonstration

Catch the Critter!
Students will learn about the different
pollution-tolerance levels of various
species of macroinvertebrates
through a fun card game, and
understand how scientists use
macroinvertebrate sampling to judge
the health of a stream. Pairs well with
"Create your own caddisfly" craft.
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Ages 3rd-Middle School
3rd-Middle Programs
-Rain Garden in a Bottle

Water Pipe Activity
Students bring drinkable, clean water to their plot of land as
they engineer the different piping systems within their
community.

-Incredible Journey
-Enviroscape
-Catch the Critter
-Water Pipe Activity
-Macroinvertebrate Mayhem
-Catch Basin Demonstration

Macroinvertebrate Mayhem
Students play a game of tag to simulate the effects of
environmental stressors on macroinvertebrate populations.
Catch Basin
Demonstration
Students will see
where stormwater
leads when it rains in
this stimulating and
hands on model.

13

Ages Middle-High School
Middle-High School Programs
-Enviroscape
- Catch the Critter
-Sum of All Parts

Enviroscape
Students act as pollutants or rain
on the this 3D model of a
watershed using common
community practices in order to
understand point-source and nonpoint source pollution.

-Make a Mural!
-Dragon Fly Pond
-Invaders
-If Bugs Could Talk
Catch the Critter!
Students will learn about the different pollution-tolerance levels of
various species of macroinvertebrates through a fun card game,
and understand how scientists use macroinvertebrate sampling to
judge the health of a stream.
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Ages Middle-High School
Middle-High School Programs
-Enviroscape
- Catch the Critter
-Sum of All Parts
-Make a Mural!
-Dragon Fly Pond
-Invaders
-If Bugs Could Talk

Sum of all Parts
Students demonstrate how everyone contributes to the pollution of a
river as it flows through a watershed and recognize that through
individual group and action, the amount of pollution can be reduced.
Activity includes drawing, puzzle making, and forming a line
simulating upstream and downstream students.
Make a Mural!
How do you picture your watershed? Students will create a mural
depicting various aspects of the watershed in which they live,
including its landscape, people, cultures, and plant and animal
residents.
Dragonfly Pond
Students will evaluate the effects of different kinds of land use on
wetland habitat, and discuss and evaluate lifestyle changes to
minimize damaging effects on wetlands.
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Ages Middle-High School
Middle-High School Programs
- Catch the Critter
-Sum of All Parts
-Make a Mural!

Invaders
Students will learn what aquatic invasive species are and then
participate in a full body movement game that stimulates
competition for habitat and resources; students will also create
graphs and find out about prevention and management of aquatic
invasive species.

-Dragon Fly Pond
-Invaders
-If Bugs Could Talk

If Bugs Could Talk...
Students will evaluate the quality of a “water sample” (using a bag
of skittles to represent pollution and pictures of aquatic
macroinvertebrates to represent invertebrates found in their
sample), graph their results, and form a hypothesis about the land
use near the location their “water sample” was collected.
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Outdoor Programs!

In addition to the previous programs listed, CWEP also offers programs in nature! We love to get
students outside and become more connected with the environment.

Outdoor Programs Offered:
-Guided Nature Hike
-Art from Nature
-Water Quality Testing
-Macroinvertebrate Creekside
studies
-Macroinvertebrate Workshop
at our TJCOG office
-Nature Scavenger Hunt

Guided Nature Hike
Students will take a short hike along
a creek which will be guided by an
environmental educator. The group
will follow the trail of action cards
along the hike which will tell them to
do different group exercises together.
Along the hike, students will learn
about their local plants,
watershed, creek, and wildlife.

Art from Nature
• Create jewelry using twine and
found natural materials like
feathers, rocks and shells
• Draw on rocks and leaves or
plants
• Paint with feathers
• Drawing/painting the stream
• Art with dandelions, ground up
nuts, and different types of soil
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Outdoor Programs!
Outdoor Programs Offered:
-Guided Nature Hike
-Art from Nature
-Water Quality Testing
-Macroinvertebrate Creekside
studies
-Macroinvertebrate Workshop at
our TJCOG office
-Nature Scavenger Hunt

Water Quality Testing
Calling all citizen scientists!
Participants test water
quality using 8 different test
factors which will indicate
how healthy our local creeks
are.

Macroinvertebrate Creekside Studies
Students will catch macroinvertebrates using a net or rubbing rock
technique. Students will then use stereoscopes, magnifying glasses,
and classification guides to see how healthy that stream is! Students
will come away with understanding what bioindicators are, how
waterways get polluted, and how to prevent polluted runoff from
entering our creeks!
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Outdoor Programs!
Macroinvertebrate Workshop at TJCOG
At TJCOG's office in Durham, we offer outdoor educational experiences which
include studying the local streams and pond in our backyard. These waterways
are home to tons of macroinvertebrates, turtles, fish, and other wildlife! This
pond is where all the stormwater drains in town. Groups will be taken out to the
pond to catch macroinvertebrates, then head to one of our conference rooms to
classify the bugs and see how healthy our water is!

Outdoor Programs Offered:
-Guided Nature Hike
-Art from Nature
-Water Quality Testing
-Macroinvertebrate Creekside
studies
-Macroinvertebrate Workshop at
our TJCOG office
-Nature Scavenger Hunt

Nature Scavenger Hunt
This outdoor sketching scavenger hunt
gets kids out in nature looking for
things and include all kinds of sensory
words, like “find something rough”
and “find something smooth”, since
young children respond well to sensory
activities.
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Website Resources
Head over to our website for more CWEP resources and materials in English and Spanish!
nc-cleanwater.com
Interactive and colorful stormwater education videos in English and Spanish
Printable Brochures/Trifolds
Buffer Bookmark Templates
Postcards
Slicks
Posters
Stormwater Powerpoint
Stormwater coloring books and mazes

CWEP Postcard

5 Trifolds focused on stormwater topics
including Riparian Buffers, Yard Care, Pet
Waste, Litter, and Household Hazardous
Waste

CWEP Slicks
Buffer Bookmark Templates
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Website Resources
Head over to our website for more CWEP resources and materials in English and Spanish!
nc-cleanwater.com
Interactive and colorful stormwater education videos in English and Spanish
Printable Brochures/Trifolds
Buffer Bookmark Templates
Postcards
Slicks
Posters
Stormwater Powerpoint
Stormwater coloring books and mazes

CWEP Coloring and Maze Games

CWEP Stormwater Powerpoint

CWEP Poster
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